38                           IHB HINDU AT HOME
" The circling sun, which has a luminous disc that shines everywhere with a true light, and which revives both men and the immortals, is coming on his golden car viewing the world."
The oblations to the manes of ancestors are also repeated, as in the morning, after which comes the daily worship of the household gods. This, in the case of Lingaits, is worshipping the lingam, which is done by all males and females; but, in the case of the worshippers of Vishnu, it is only performed by the head of the household. Should, however, the head of the house be unable, through pressure of business, or from any other cause, to go through this part of the daily observances, he will appoint some other of the household or the purohita to do it for him by proxy.
This devatarchana, or worship of the gods, is performed in what may be called the kitchen. The kitchen of a Brahmin house is a very sacred place. It answers in some respects to a private chapel. This room is separated by a low partition into two parts. The smaller one is for the fire-places and cooking operations, and it also serves as a pantry for the pickles and curry-stuffs, all of which must be kept free from ceremonial contamination. The larger half of the kitchen serves for the dining room. In an alcove, the household gods and the various instruments used in their worship are kept. Amongst the followers of Vishnu, the one who officiates at this daily worship of the gods proceeds to the kitchen and takes the images from their receptacle, usually a small basket of wicker work covered with antelope skin. Amongst Sri Vishnavas the images are only those that represent Vishnu; the Smdrtas, however, as they reverence both Vishnu and Siva, have in addition to these a lingam. The Madvas have, as their additional figure, an image of Hanuman the monkey god. The worshipper then proceeds to bathe the images and rub them with sandalwood paste. He also puts on them